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Q4: Recreation Ground & Pavilion 
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4.11 acres purchased By the Parish Council from Courage Ltd for 
£4000 under the covenant that it is for the use of the inhabitants of 
the parish of Binsted and like persons for the purpose of sport and 
recreation and for the cultivation of allotment gardens. 

In 1991 Binsted Parish Council applied for planning permission for a sports 
pavilion which was approved 1992 by EHDC and Courage (the Vendor as 
listed in the covenant).  

The certificate for the completion of works was issued on the 01/02/95. 

Currently It caters for a number of organised sporting activities including 
Football, Cricket, Tennis and Croquet, as well as being regularly utilised by 
the local school for a mixture of sporting activities and again used and 
marked out for their annual sports day. 

The recreation ground is also the home of the annual parish Fete and 
Flower Show. 

There are also the allotments which are currently fully subscribed. 
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Q4: Recreation Ground & Pavilion 
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83 people answered this question, there were 42 comments 

Generally parishioners that responded believe that the sports and 
recreation ground largely meet the current needs of the parish. 

The majority of responses show there are concerns over future 
provision, which suggests that provisions for some improvement would 
be appreciated. 

The majority of responses are less positive for the sports pavilion 
meeting current and future needs than for the recreation ground. 

The majority of people believe that the pavilion will not adequately 
meet the future needs of the community.  

Allotments 
There were no comments made regarding the allotment area, so 
although the survey data suggests that the recreation grounds does not 
meet the recreation needs of the future we have to assume that these 
concerns do not at present relate to this function of our ground.  
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Positive comments; 

• Options for expansion of both the recreation ground and the pavilion should be explored to cater for growing population  and 
demand 

• The Pavilion is a great opportunity to provide additional community facilities, particularly for young people. If extended 
modestly if could provide indoor sports facilities and a social hub for young and old alike 

• I believe both facilities are just about fit for purpose now, but will need expansion and development in time 

• Additional land in proximity to the current ground should be purchased to provide additional facilities. It is better to 
consolidate the cost of this with the current ground which is in the ideal location in the centre of the village  

• Defibrillator was a great addition. The pavilion could benefit from a concession stand that would allow refreshments….. 

Negative comments; 

• Really grotty – not enough facilities – not big enough – not appealing 

• Pavilion can hardly be used for anything apart from changing rooms 

• Too much time taken up with Rowledge cricket matches 

• Pavilion is in much need of modernisation and a kitchen with a cooker would help. The changing rooms are shared and very 
small. 

• Needs upgrade extending for council office and needs of growing up youth i.e. youth club 
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Summary  

Currently this represents the best used asset for the Parish. It is clear that there is much support for developing the provision for formal 
sport as well as encouraging wider and more non-formal activity and leisure pass times. It is important for developments to be all inclusive 
of age and gender as well as being safe for users.  

Improving the parking, changing facilities, timetable communication and access to the sports pavilion to enable greater usage. Look to 
offer an indoor area that could be used for social groups (youth club & senior club) and winter training area with seating. Raise fence 
around play area 

BPC would like to explore options for developing the pavilion - subject to planning, costs, and it would need to consider that some of these 
goals may also be met by utilising other resources available. We note that it is important that any plans to develop the pavilion take into 
account usage of other local assets such as the Wickham institute. Further BPC does not support the idea of the inclusion of a licenced bar, 
as it would be detrimental to the sustainability of the local pub which is also a registered asset to the community.  

We fully support sport and increasing general activity levels for all in Binsted parish (which includes Rowledge). BPC does not intend to 
negatively impact or reduce the level of sport that is already being played within the parish. We will look for ways in which we can increase 
the number of sporting and non-sporting activities that are available within the parish, so that a greater variety is available and will also 
look to better utlising all assets in order to fulfil this goal.  
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4 acres awarded to the churchwardens and overseers of 
the poor of the parish of Binsted on 28th January 1857. 
Title is assigned to BPC in the land registry 

Purported to be the "Original Oval" constructed by Silver Billy 
Beldham in 1791 before he build the more famous Oval in 
London. 

It is officially registered as a village green (VG 16) and an 
endowed charity (number 301743).  

The village green status limits the building to only structures 
which directly contribute to the enjoyment of recreation. 
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Binsted Parish Council leased the ground to the Rowledge Cricket Club 
(RCC) in 2011 for £1 per year. RCC have exclusive use of the ground during 
the cricket season each year (3rd Saturday in April to 2nd Saturday in 
September inclusive).  

RCC is to maintain the cricket square and cut outfield grass on a 
fortnightly basis. 

The period of the lease was from 1 Jan 2011 to 31 December 2014 and 
continues on a rolling basis which can be terminated by either party by 
giving 3 years written notice. 

At present, the field is not suitable for use as a recreation ground due to 
lack of parking and poor drainage on the field.  

In 2008, several estimates were received for installing drainage pipes 
under the whole cricket pitch (12,000 m2) that clustered about £18-
20,000 

There was one estimate for about £5,000 that would only provide 
drainage for a football pitch sized area within the ground 

Q5: The Oval at Holt Pound 
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78 people answered this question, there were 47 comments 

It is one of the most underutilized of the parish assets and is meeting 
only limited needs by providing open space and walking paths. Many 
parish residents were unaware of the existence of this asset, or its 
history. “Never seen it” “Didn’t know it was there” 

It seems to be a unique asset that given its history and the Parish’s great 
interest and participation in cricket would have great potential as a 
premier recreation / cricket ground that would also relieve some of the 
pressures on the Binsted Recreation Ground. “Cant believe this unique 
piece of history is not being used to its full potential” 

In order to achieve this potential significant investment will be required 
in preparing the grounds and addition of parking and pavilion facilities. 

Q5: The Oval at Holt Pound 
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Here are the answers to the questions that have been raised by members of the parish about the Oval: 
 
Q: Could this be a new cricket pitch? Why has this not been made into a cricket ground?  
A: Yes it could be a new cricket pitch, but would require significant investment. 
 
Q: Could it be used to house an all-weather sports facility? 
A: Unlikely, its designation as a Village Green limits the extent of development that can be done on the site. 
 
Q: As it stands not many people are aware of it. Can it be used? 
A: Yes and No. It can be used as an open space and has two footpaths across it. However, Rowledge Cricket Club has found it 
unsuitable for playing cricket and the grass is not currently being maintained. 
 
Q: Are we allowed to park in pub car park to use the Oval? 
A: The Parish Council cannot give people permission to use the pub’s car park. The council has received complaints from the pub 
about people using their car park to visit the grounds but not patronize the restaurant. 

Q5: The Oval at Holt Pound 
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Summary  
 
Revisit the lease arrangement with RCC to bring it up to date and if 
appropriate trigger the 3 year notice period of terminating the lease. 

Form a working group to pursue development of the asset to become a 
revenue generating, premier facility that fully leverages its historical 
credentials. The scope of the working committee would include: 

Fully researching & documenting the history of the Original Oval. 

Develop costed alternatives for improving the grounds, providing 
parking and pavilion facilities. 

Conduct focus sessions around the Parish to explain and get feedback 
on the development options. 

Identify funding sources based on the heritage of the site and its use 
for sporting and recreation activities. 

Make a recommendation for raising funding and development that 
would lead to the works being carried out. 

Q5: The Oval at Holt Pound 
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The Allotment field and Recreation fields on the 
opposite side of the road to the Jolly Farmer, 200m 
towards Bentley, rented out currently for grazing and 
generating a minimal return.  

Blacknest Recreation Ground  
3.655 acres, purchased by Binsted Parish Council 
from Ralph Stanwell in 1939 for £100 
Access from Blacknest Road 

Blacknest Allotments 
4 acres, purchased by Binsted Parish Council  
from Walter Douglas Legg in 1939 for £25 
Access from C84 Binsted Road 

Q6: Allotment & Recreation Fields opposite the Jolly Farmer 
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73 people answered this question, there were 32 comments 

The general feeling was that this is an underutilised asset which 
does not meet the needs of the community now or in the future. 

There were a large number of respondents who were not aware 
of this asset. From those who were aware, comments largely fell 
into three camps.  

1. Retain the land for grazing 

2. Sell it to provide revenue to develop Binsted Rec/ provide 
facilities in village/ improve parking for school & church  

3. Develop it as a community asset 
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Several commentators referred to the poor ground conditions the lack of parking and access. 
 
There is actually a drainage problem on the border with Alice Holt Forest that makes the footpath there 
extremely wet. The footpath is in the forest but the drainage problem is in the council's field. 
  
The soil is very heavy clay which is extremely poor draining hence the ponding and flooding which the field 
suffers from, most noticeably next to the road. 
 
There is also no immediate off road car parking or pavements for that matter which, with the traffic to the 
Blacknest Industrial Estate, makes this relatively inaccessible and isolated 
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There were many ideas for how the sites could be developed for the future benefit of the community 
 
Change of use should be in keeping with the rural location within the SDNP 

…developed as a small wildlife meadow with a tree planting programme and a small play equipment area 

…enable families to come to a quiet and safe environment for picnics, games and dog walking. 

Is there enough space to grow grapes? How about Binsted Wines? 

…brought back into use for allotments and general amenity space with a skate park, outside table tennis etc. Parking, shelter etc would 
also enhance the space and make it more useable.  

The footpaths and tracks leading to the space could be made more user-friendly by making them hard top paths etc 

Could these be used for camping, particularly with the proximity to the Jolly Farmer or, possibly, for a football pitch so that football can be 
played during the Summer as well  

Camping, climbing frame, assault course, hot air ballooning - there must be some activities that could really utilise these spaces. 

Potential site for hot air balloon landings; for a trim trail to be created; for dog agility training perhaps....gymkhanas in the summer etc  
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Summary 

Grazing currently generates minimal rental incomes for the both fields combined. 

Throughout the survey a number of commentators have identified a conflict between 
formal and non formal forms of recreation, there is clearly a need to provide space for 
non-formal, non-competitive recreation. 

It is accepted that the heavy clay soils suffer from waterlogging throughout the wetter 
months and that these ground conditions would not suitable to create pitches for formal 
sporting activities without significant investment in drainage. 

Whilst there is currently, no parking provision available on site, there is plenty of space to 
provide it without impinging on the rural character of the location.  We note 
commentators concerns over highways safety, however with two potential access points, 
both of which meet current guidelines, should we decide to pursue this course of action, 
we will negotiate with Highways to arrive a the best solution. 

We note the desire for activities in keeping with the rural surroundings expressed by 
some commentators and agree that this is probably the way forward.  

Informal picnic areas, a green gym, community orchard, wildlife meadow are all ideas we 
would like to explore further. 

 

 

Q6: Allotment & Recreation Fields opposite the Jolly Farmer 



Summary results of the 

Binsted Parish Asset Review - 2018 
  

Binsted Parish Council Serving the communities of Binsted, Wyck, Bucks Horn Oak, Holt Pound, Frith End, Blacknest and Rowledge 



83 people answered this question, there were 33 comments 

 

In general most people feel that this small strip of parking does 
not meet the needs of the community now (48%) and will do so 
even less in future (60%).  Some were surprised that this piece of 
land was owned by the Council – they felt that this should be 
owned by the Church.  

However, the comments all point towards the current space not 
being fit for purpose and that this situation needs to be sorted as 
it is dangerous for users given the lack of lighting and the narrow 
lane on which it is situated.  

Q7: Car Parking Strip, Church Street, Binsted.  
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5 Positives; 

 
1. Thank you for resisting the temptation to charge for parking. 

2. Very well used……..if it could be made more accessible by 
trimming hedges then it may allow for more space 

3. Please consider how this can be improved? 

4. Possibility of church using some vicarage/diocese land?  

5. If assets could be combined to allow the triangular field to 
be combined with the existing parking “strip” then it would 
be of major benefit to the village….. 

Q7: Car Parking Strip, Church Street, Binsted.  

5 Negatives;  

 
1. This space is not big enough and ideally needs to be 

expanded  

2. Parking is a total nightmare 

3. Totally inadequate… 

4. Very dangerous for children….. 

5. This isn’t working for anyone…..The old location for the 
village fete (to one side of the churchyard and behind the 
rectory) would make an ideal location for this (parking). The 
parking strip could then be turned into a photo opportunity 
space for the village with art installation / similar to 
celebrate the heritage of the village….  
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Summary 

This is a priority. The lack of parking for the Church, School and 
the Wickham Institute has been a long standing issue for the 
village.  

 
Attempts have been made in the past to resolve this including 
some tentative discussions with landowners of adjoining fields 
and the Church.  

 
The Church, School and the Wickham all need more and  
better parking.  
 
We are setting up a regular meeting with the stakeholders 
(Church / School/ Wickham) as well as re-opening discussions 
with landowners so that we can see what we can do to make 
some better provision for parking as soon as we can.  

Q7: Car Parking Strip, Church Street, Binsted.  
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72 people answered this question, there were 38 comments 

The phone box scored badly for both present (2.3)  and future 
(2.1) needs 

Current situation  

The phone has been removed, there is a power supply which 
currently services a light.  

It needs a refurbish - this would involve stripping peeling paint, 
reglazing (as plastic currently), repainting, fitting out.  

Depending on the resources ( several people have already 
volunteered to help) the cost is really only materials which can be 
as extensive as required.  

In short if enough people volunteer to form a working party, the 
material costs need not be too much, so it probably should be 
retained and reused.  
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Positives 

 
1. Nostalgic - nice ornament or at least a nice street light  

2. Could be put to some useful purpose:-  

3. Defibrillator storage  

4. Mini library book  

5. Information point - walks or history/heritage display.  

6. Wifi hot spot  

7. Do something unusual with it - unique and of value  

8. Plant/ produce exchange  

9. It is a cheap available asset.  

Negatives;  

 
1. A useless asset - no point  

2. A liability for upkeep and a target for vandalism/ misuse.  

3. Mobile phones and lifestyles make this completely 
redundant  

4. Sell it  
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Summary  

Whilst the box is now redundant there are a significant number of parishioners who feel it 
should be put to some useful purpose.  

It is has the potential to be more of an asset than a liability. Many villages have done this 
already.   

A single ongoing use quickly becomes stale and is not likely to inspire. ( e.g. Bentley 
defibrillator)  

Picking up the useful purpose theme we suggest that this purpose might not need to be 
fixed and could be varied from time to time ( every 1- 2-3 months?)   

Indeed the care and upkeep could be shared within the community and groups could be 
given exclusive use of it in exchange for a little bit of upkeep. ( like the spare plinth in 
Trafalgar Square)  

The school could have a regular slot ( for art/project/local history), and then the Ramblers,  
Sports clubs etc. Local businesses. Local artists, Allotment food produce swap shop etc.. We 
encourage anyone who feels they can make use of it to approach us, we look forward to 
seeing how innovative you can be.  
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