
Binsted Rights of Way Group 
 

Monthly report to the Parish Council – July 2021 
 
Rights of Way updates 
 

• This summer’s strange weather means that many paths are more overgrown than 
normal and others are unseasonably muddy and flooded. 

• Regular cutting back of overgrown vegetation by the volunteers has taken place on 
RoWs 2, 9, 22, 25, 26, 27, 30a/b, 37, 39, 51, 62, 71. 

• The brushcutter provided by the PC is being regularly used now. We also have a 
second brushcutter, provided by HCC. Unfortunately, due to COVID restrictions, only 
one member of the RoW volunteer team has been on the required HCC training 
course. We are pressing our contacts at the HCC Community Engagement team to 
provide additional courses for the other members. 

• Bridleway 504 was re-opened following the successful completion of resurfacing 
work. 

 
Working parties 
 

• The steps on footpath 58 were improved by volunteers, with refurbishment or 
replacement of the existing risers. Several additional steps were also installed and 
the middle path section widened. A new handrail was installed on the steepest 
section. 

• The heavy vegetation on Bridleway 62 (sections 3/4) was successfully tackled by a 
team of volunteers on two occasions during July. 

• On FP 44, where it crosses the A325, vegetation clearance work is scheduled for a 
volunteer working party on 9 August, in order to improve traffic sightlines where 
possible. 

• Materials have been provided to the volunteers to complete work on some steps on 
FP 9 and a new fingerpost on FP 58. Date to be scheduled. 

• The flooding on Bridleway 41 is due to be tackled by the Community Engagement 
Ranger team during September. 

• The extensive flooding on Bridleway 62 continues to be a serious concern, 
particularly following the resurfacing of a small section during the 504 project. To be 
escalated with Forestry England. 

 
People 
 

• The volunteer team is currently one member short. Since our usual “word of mouth” 
process has so far been unsuccessful, we intend to publicise the opportunity in the 
Parish Magazine, as well as posting a Volunteering Opportunity on the Parish 
website. 

• Our HCC Community Engagement Ranger, Adam Macey, has moved to a new post at 
Queen Elizabeth Country Park. A replacement has not yet been identified, but the 
recruitment process has started. 



Wider Engagement 
 

•    The various lockdowns over the last year and more have given rise to a large 
increase in the number of walkers and cyclists using the countryside, which is a 
positive outcome. On the negative side, we have had reports from landowners of 
individuals not respecting the Countryside Code - not sticking to marked footpaths 
and walking through crops, failing to respect private property, failing to keep dogs 
properly under control or to clear up after them. We will include an appropriate 
piece in the Parish Magazine, although the problem is more likely to be related to 
visitors to the parish. 

• We have encouraged Rights of Way users to provide feedback on any problems that 
they encounter. Some of them have started to report problems on HCC’s reporting 
website, but we would also like to provide a low-tech method. This relies on people 
being able to provide the RoW number and an accurate location, so we are looking 
at providing access to maps that show RoW numbers, via the website and possibly at 
the Pavilion. 

 
 
 


