
Tree Warden Report July 2021 
 
1 Championing local trees 

First priority-know the parish.  

• I have yet to complete a plan for a walk around Bucks Horn Oak. The 
problem is the volume of fast-moving traffic on the A325. On the other 
hand there is the opportunity for a really interesting walk, to include the 
fine oaks and chestnuts in the quieter west side of the road, and some 
remarkable specimens in the gardens along Back Lane. 

• Aside from this the only other target I have at present is Isington. 
2 Trees – their value to the community 

St James’ Church in Rowledge-churchyard a model 

• No progress this month. 
Parish magazine 

• I have chosen willows as the subject for what will be the September 
issue. 

3 How to grow your own trees 
Hornbeam, Indian bean, hazel, yew and ginkgo from my own garden 

• The cuttings I took from my gingko have started well I should have a 
clear feel for my success by the end of August. Walnuts and oaks 
continue to thrive. There being no other catalpa in the neighbourhood, I 
am also trying out a cutting from mine. 

A parish tree nursery 

• The oak saplings reported last month now all have find homes. Some 
were accommodated in the Tree Orphanage and the rest were planted 
as hedgerow trees at Blacknest Fields. Given the likely poor survival rate 
I planted them in pairs. 

4 Tree planting – planning and practice 
Funding and sponsorship 

• There has been no interest in the Tree Council sponsorship for 
hedgerows. 

5 Managing and caring for trees 
Networking with other tree wardens 

• No further progress 
Make friends with owners of important trees 

• The planned volunteer recruitment activity via the parish website is still 
in abeyance. 

6 Trees – threats and challenges 
Walk the parish 



• A planning application to reduce some limes near Isington Mill 
introduced me to a particularly attractive corner of the parish with many 
interesting trees.. 

7 The law and its impact on trees 
TPO’s, TP areas and Conservation Areas 

• Still waiting to hear what the EHDC position will be on the Holt Pound 
oaks.  

8 Organising tree events and projects 
Contact local schools with a view to events in 2021 

• No further progress with schools but I have made some interesting 
contacts with respect to future initiative on coppicing and charcoal. 
Naturally there will be no further progress until September. 

Work with Birdworld on their education days 

• No further progress, although they did confirm that my offer of help is 
noted. 

Community project in Binsted 

• Met for a second time with Andrew Skeet of EHDC responsible for tree 
safety, and together we cleared the overgrown laurel from around the 
cherry trees on the corner plot of council-owned land on The Street in 
Binsted. The next step will be to plant another tree, either lime or oak in 
the remaining open space, and I will contact him again in November to 
confirm this. 

Tree walks 

• There are now two new opportunities to lead tree walks. Walk Alton are 
planning a short season in October and have responded positively to my 
offer to lead as many as all three if they would like. Separately the 
Binsted Rights of Way group are thinking of organising some taster walks 
for local residents and are interested in using mine. The only condition is 
that participants must stop and look at some trees on the way round! 

9 Ancient trees – hunting and championing 
Ancient tree inventory  

• No progress. 
10 Taking action for hedge trees 

Linking with the farming community 

• No further action 
Potentially a focus for this agricultural parish 

• The existing hedge alongside the Blacknest Fields bridle way should be 
allowed to grow and the oaks and ash within it should no longer be 
trimmed. I have identified these trees with red tape to prevent their 
being trimmed anymore. I have also planted some oaks on the other 



side of the path which I will augment with some oak and hornbeam 
saplings in December. 

11 What’s wrong with my tree? 
Learn the fundamentals of disease/damage diagnosis 

• No progress 
 

Plans for August 

• Complete tree walk documentation for Buck’s Horn Oak  

• Follow up on the applications for TPO’s in Holt Pound. 

• Attempt to raise interest in improving Rowledge churchyard. 

• Start work on a tree walk for Isington 

• Continue work to propagate gingko and catalpa. 

 


