
Tree Warden Report September 2021 
 
1 Championing local trees 

First priority-know the parish.  

• All four tree walks that I have documented so far have been published 
on Binsted Parish website, as well as Walk Alton and ViewRanger 

• Aside from this the only other target I have at present is Isington. 
2 Trees – their value to the community 

St James’ Church in Rowledge-churchyard a model 

• No progress this month. 
Parish magazine 

• I have written an article on how to choose which tree to plant where for 
what will be the November issue. 

3 How to grow your own trees 
Hornbeam, Indian bean, hazel, yew and ginkgo from my own garden 

• The cuttings I took from my gingko have failed. I’ll just have to try again 
next year. Walnuts and oaks can be moved to the allotment in 
November, but before that a group of artists has asked to borrow some 
for a drawing day focused on trees.  

A parish tree nursery 

• Maintenance only this month.  
4 Tree planting – planning and practice 

Funding and sponsorship 

• There has been no interest in the Tree Council sponsorship for 
hedgerows. 

5 Managing and caring for trees 
Networking with other tree wardens 

• No further progress 
Make friends with owners of important trees 

• The planned volunteer recruitment activity via the parish website is still 
in abeyance.  

6 Trees – threats and challenges 
Walk the parish 

•  Isington Mill will be the next centre of attention. 

• I hear on the grapevine that Keepers Cottage Rowledge was auctioned 
this month. This dilapidated property includes a particularly fine yew 
which has a TPO and Ancient Tree status, and a healthy self-sewn elm. I 
will watch progress and I urge that BPC make me aware of any planning 
application that may be submitted 

7 The law and its impact on trees 



TPO’s, TP areas and Conservation Areas 

• Still waiting to hear what the EHDC position will be on the Holt Pound 
oaks.  

8 Organising tree events and projects 
Contact local schools with a view to events in 2021 

• I am still working on a project to develop teaching resources on trees 
and climate change in conjunction with Farnborough Sixth Form College. 
The subject is notable by its absence in the current Secondary School 
Curriculum 

Work with Birdworld on their education days 

• No further progress. It seems the new management shelved any 
community education for this year 

Tree walks 

• At the request of BPC I led a short walk around the Blacknest Fields, 
which was well attended. 

• I have been asked to lead tree walks round Rowledge and round Bentley 
as part of the Walk Alton short season in October. 

9 Ancient trees – hunting and championing 
Ancient tree inventory  

• I will be attending a series of four webinars on care of ancient trees in 
the coming month. 

10 Taking action for hedge trees 
Linking with the farming community 

• No further action 
Potentially a focus for this agricultural parish 

• It has been confirmed that improvements to the hedgerows around 
Blacknest Fields will be included in the programme of work. We are 
clarifying what maintenance will be done to the existing hedge. 

11 What’s wrong with my tree? 
Learn the fundamentals of disease/damage diagnosis 

• I am booked in for several training sessions during October 
 

Plans for October 

• Remove the legacy fruit bushes from the tree nursery and prepare the 

ground for more oak and hornbeam saplings 

• Support efforts to complete the tree warden section published on the 

Parish website 

• Monitor the situation at Keepers Cottage in Rowledge. 

• Lead two tree walks for the Alton Autumn Walking Festival 


