
 

Confirmed Minutes from Full Council meeting on Tuesday 10th August 2021  

 This meeting was an in-person meeting at the Binsted Pavilion, with additional access by Zoom. 

21/064 Present:  Cllr Alison Melvin (Chair), Cllr Nicola Hall, Cllr Clair Walley and Clerk Lisa Spindler 

(On Zoom) Cllr Ryan France-Moore (Vice), Cllr Chris Meade and Dep Clerk Karen Ray. 

District Cllrs David Ashcroft and Ken Carter; Bentley Parish Cllr Patric Curven; Jonathan 

Riddell (Alton Line Users Association);  

Jitendra Shah, Lily Slade, Damian Hajnus and James Mather from Network Rail. 

Apologies: Cllr Kotze.                                                                                                                         

21/065 Chair’s Announcements: The Chair welcomed Network Rail (NR) and thanked them for the 

opportunity to discuss their proposed safety improvements at Bentley Station. 

21/066 

 

Declarations of Interests: Councillors are reminded of their responsibility to declare any 

disclosable pecuniary interest which they may have in any item of business on the agenda 

no later than when that item is reached. Unless dispensation has been granted, you may not 

participate in any discussion of, or vote on, any matter in which you have a pecuniary 

interest. You must withdraw from the room or chamber when the meeting discusses and 

votes on the matter.   Any dispensation to allow Councillor with pecuniary interest to speak 

and vote now:  None 

21/067 Network Rail Presentation  

NR detailed its plans to replace Bentley Station’s existing footbridge with a footbridge and two 

16-person lifts, in a new position (adjacent to the current across-track footpath). NR aims to 

‘reduce safety risks to zero’ by extinguishing footpaths that cross the rail tracks at Bentley 

station and at nearby Buckshorn Oak.  

Key points of NR presentation (paper attached)  

Timing: NR hopes to complete detailed design by April 2022, start site work by July 2022, so 

the new footbridge will be open by April 2023 and the old bridge removed in April/May 2023. 

Ecological considerations: Bentley station (in EHDC) directly adjoins the SDNPA. It is 140m 

from Bentley Station Butterfly Meadow SSSI, although Natural England has advised NR that no 

Section 28(.e) is needed.  

Planning: NR believes it can use ‘permitted development’ rights to determine what facilities are 

built on its site, but must obtain a ‘stopping up’ order from Hampshire CC before it can 

extinguish the footpaths. 

NR’s July 2021 census of footpath usage shows an avg. of 28 pedestrians and 3 cyclists cross the 

tracks to use the station per day; an avg. 64 pedestrians and 47 cyclists per day use the footpath 

for other reasons. 

NR’s design is for a footbridge with lifts.  NR asserted that its choice of lifts, rather than a 

ramp or tunnel, is because BPC objected to NR’s plans for a ramp which were shared with BPC 

a couple of years ago. 

The design is industrial in appearance. NR advised that attempts made elsewhere to modify 

designs to fit local architectural styles have been unsuccessful: they cannot offer more 

‘vernacular’ buildings.  

The current proposal is for the footbridge to be covered/enclosed, but uncovered stairs are 

offered as an option (and would save NR considerable money.)  

Key points raised in discussion:  

BPC needs time to review these proposals, but those present raised some initial discussion 

points: 



Need for a public meeting: BPC confirmed that it would like NR to organise a public meeting, 

to let the residents in the area know about this scheme.  

The proposal’s scale and design, and loss of Victorian features, seems inappropriate for a rural 

location. 

The new location of footbridge in relation to local houses is also a concern.  

NR’s census data analysis seems questionable. No elderly users? 

Footpath users have significant concerns about lifts replacing footpaths. People with 

claustrophobia will be fearful about the risks of getting stuck in lifts at this unmanned station; 

mobility scooters/e-bikes are too heavy to haul up steps; the proposals will inhibit cyclists’ use of 

Shipwrights Way.  

The starting point of the Shipwrights Way is at the carpark side of the tracks. It seems 

problematic to treat the cross-track path as a footpath – it’s a designated multi-user path, despite 

legally being a footpath, not a bridleway. Removing the footpaths removes horse riders’ ability 

to access Shipwrights Way from the south; and also adversely affect cyclists, large groups of 

whom often use Shipwrights Way.  

NR is unclear if it will accept total liability for footbridge/lift. Those present expressed 

concern that NR’s choices may add liabilities and maintenance costs to other organisations (eg 

Hants CC RoW). It also seems questionable whether safety risks for users are eliminated along 

with the elimination of NR’s risk liability.  

 

BPC agreed that Cllrs Hall, France-Moore and Meade will lead for the council on this issue. 

The importance of a public meeting, and of keeping all interested parties informed, was also 

agreed. 

21/068 Approval of Minutes of last meeting (6th July 2021) Proposed by Cllr Wally and Cllr Hall. 

21/069 Declarations of Interests: Councillors were reminded of their responsibility to declare any 

disclosable pecuniary interest which they may have in any item of business on the agenda no 

later than when that item is reached. No such declarations were made. 

21/070 There were also no requests for Dispensations to allow Councillors with Pecuniary 

Interests to speak or vote. 

21/071 District Cllr reports- District Councillors Carter and Ashcroft both mentioned about the 

additional Council funds to the value of £1,500 that can be applied for to East Hampshire for 

recreational purposes to Parish Councils.  
21/072 Questions from members of the public (including those received in writing or e-mail) 

21/073 FINANCE and GOVERNANCE 

• Bank Reconciliation                   Approved  Proposed Cllr Meade Seconded Cllr Melvin   

• List of Payments                         Approved  Proposed Cllr Melvin Seconded Cllr Meade     

• Cricket Net refurbishment          KR advised that BPC is discussing the quotes that have 

been obtained for the replacement of the cricket nets with Rowledge and Binsted Cricket 

Clubs. Costs of replacing the nets are substantial (c. £12-15K). LS agreed to investigate 

Cllr Walley’s suggestion that the mobile net in storage could be used? 

21/074 Working Groups: 

• Footpath Officer report for July 2021: LS thanked the volunteer RoW team for another 

month of substantial work tackling the parish footpaths’ abundant vegetation. She noted 

Ian Fleming’s need to recruit an additional volunteer. BPC will advertise this vacancy on 

its website and noticeboards.  

• Tree Warden report for July 2021: LS thanked Ben Hamlin for his report. 

• Blacknest Fields: Cllr Melvin presented a Routemap (paper attached) which outlines 

timelines and proposed approaches to realise the development of Blacknest Fields as low-

key local greenspace and as a place for nature recovery. The council approved the 

direction of travel outlined in the Routemap. (Proposed Cllr Hall Seconded Cllr Walley)                                                                                      

Cllr Melvin will be meeting current grazing tenants to renegotiate contracts in September. 

Cllrs Walley and Hall agreed to join the Blacknest Working Group. 

Details were given about two (free) low-key community events which are being 

organised at Blacknest Fields in September, to ‘introduce’ the site to the community: a 



lunchtime community picnic on 18 Sept, and an early evening woodland walk (led by 

Binsted’s tree warden) on 7 Sept. 

Committees: 

•  Transport Committee updates                                                

- Speed Indicator Device (SID): Four volunteers have stepped forward to manage the 

SID and ensure it is moved around the 10 locations. All have now been trained, so the 

SID programme is now fully operational.  

- The Shipwrights Way A325 crossing at Bucks Horn Oak (BHO): BPC has written 

to ask Forestry England to cut overgrown hedges that are causing safety concerns at 

the crossing. No response had been received by this meeting.   

- BPC’s 9 August meeting with the BHO Community was held to understand 

community views on what further actions are required to improve the safety of 

Shipwrights Way A325 crossing at BHO, now that all ‘low-cost’ improvements to the 

crossing (except hedge cutting!) have been completed. This crossing point is 

considered the council’s number one concern in terms of improving cycling safety. 

Actions points from the meeting (detailed in paper attached) include BPC organising 

meetings with Forestry England and Hampshire Highways.                          
21/075 Clerk’s Notices: 

• Allotments: Approvals were given to 3 proposals: (i) to contract South Coast Contractors 

to install an allotment water supply; (ii) to spend up to £320 on an allotment Storage 

Shed; and (iii) to allow construction of a compost bin at the allotments and at the far end 

of Binsted Rec (latter for grass cuttings from the Rec). LS thanked The Cedars pub for 

donating pallets for the compost bin construction. (Proposed Cllr Walley; Seconded Cllr 

Hall)     

• Safety tree work on Bridleway 41: Approval was given to the proposal to award 

contract to Paul Knight Trees. (Proposed Cllr Melvin Seconded Cllr Hall)     

• Councillor vacancies: LS highlighted the council’s continued shortage of councillors – 

there should be nine councillors, but we currently only have a team of six. Lisa 

encouraged parishioners of all ages to consider putting themselves forward – the council 

will be able to do more for the local community if the team is at full strength. 

 

21/076 

Planning     

SDNP/21/03041/HOUS – Enderley, Blacknest Road, Binsted.  GU34 4PX 

Proposal: Two storey side and rear extension and a single storey rear extension.  Demolition of 

existing single garage and addition of an attached double garage.  Addition of a wooden open 

sided porch to the face elevation.    No objections 

SDNP/21/0361/FUL – Straits Farm, The Straits, Kinglsley. 

Proposal: Change of use of the land for the siting of one log cabin for the purpose of tourism.  

With general landscaping and connection to new drainage system.  No objections    

SDNP 21/02912/HOUS – Acorn House, 6 the Glade, Bucks Horn Oak. 

Proposal: Conversion of existing double garage to form habitable rooms.  Extend the frontage 

below the existing lean-to roof line.  The conversion is to form an annexe for an elderly parent. 

No objections 

SDNP/21/03260/HOUS – Wychwood, Blacknest Road, Binsted.  GU344QB 

Proposal: Garden shed 370cmx310cm         No objections                           

21/077 Chair’s Closing remarks. 

The Chair thanked all present for their participation and for their forbearance with the technical 

difficulties experienced as a result of hosting external presentations during ‘hybrid’ meetings 

(where councillors need to be physically present to vote, and also need to offer Zoom link to 

enable wider participation).      Meeting closed 21.30pm 

Future meetings and events: 

7th  September -  Blacknest Fields Evening Woodland Walk  

18th September - Blacknest Fields Community Picnic Lunch 

Full Council: 7th September at 19:30 – in person with zoom link. 

Website: binstedparishcouncil.org.uk                             Facebook:  Binsted Parish Council 


