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Confirmed Minutes from Full Council meeting on Tuesday 4th January 2022                

(moved from 14th December)  

 This meeting was held on zoom, in line with government Covid Plan B guidelines. 

21/100 Present online: Cllr Alison Melvin (Chair), Cllr Ryan France Moore, Clerk Lisa Spindler and RFO Karen Ray.  
District Councillor Ken Carter. Apologies: Cllr Meade and Cllr Hall, District Cllr Ashcroft.                                                                                                          
Parishioners  Amanda Smith and Colin Shearn (Tilford). 

21/101 Chair’s Announcements: Chair welcomed to the first zoom meeting of the new year. The council is 
starting with a bit of a back log, as December’s full Council meeting was postponed due to government’s 
Covid Plan B guidelines. Fortunately, our Delegation Scheme, agreed in July 2021 allows our Clerk to carry 
out many of the council’s decisions provided councillors have agreed actions in an ‘informal’ meeting, 
such as tonight’s Zoom. However, items such as the Precept, some other financial matters and the Co-
option of new Councillors cannot be covered through the Delegation Scheme, and need to be resolved at 
a quorate, physical meeting. We have therefore set up an Extraordinary Council Meeting on 11th January 
to cover these items.  Also, since tonight’s meeting is not quorate (only two councillors are present), we 
cannot vote on planning items or agree significant financial items tonight. Such financial items will be 
included in the Extraordinary Meeting, along with any planning applications whose deadlines have not 
expired before 11 January. However, we will still go through planning items, to identify any concerns. 
PCSO Jess Hornsby was unable to make this meeting this evening. In her place we welcome Mr Colin 
Shearn to brief us on Noise pollution issues from Farnborough Airport. 
The Chair thanked Karen Ray for all her hard work as our Deputy Clerk and RFO over the years. We all 
wish her the very best for her retirement.  Cllr France-Moore also thanked Karen and wished her the very 
best with her quieter life. 
The Chair noted that BPC is now advertising for a replacement RFO/Deputy Clerk – application deadline is 
17 January. So far, five candidates have applied. 

21/102 
 
 

Declarations of Interests: Councillors were reminded of their responsibility to declare any disclosable 
pecuniary interest which they may have in any item of business on the agenda no later than when that 
item is reached. Unless dispensation is granted, they may not participate in any discussion of, or vote 
on, any matter in which they have a pecuniary interest. They must withdraw from the room or chamber 
when the meeting discusses and votes on the matter.  No Councillors noted any pecuniary interests. 

21/103 District Councillor Report:  
Cllr Carter said it has been a quiet month. He confirmed each District Councillors will again have £4500 to 
give in grants in 2022-23 and this scheme will open in Spring 2022. 
Cllr Carter wished Karen the very best for her retirement. He remembered recruiting her, 13 years ago.   

21/104 Approval of Minutes of last meeting;   To be taken to the extraordinary meeting. 

21/105 Questions from members of the public: 
Mr Lowther sent a letter, asking for a donation towards Isington’s Jubilee celebrations. Clerk will respond 
to Mr Lowther to say we shall be discussing Jubilee plans at our next meeting in February. 

21/106 Planning  
Neatham Down Development Concerns: Cllr Melvin mentioned that Holybourne Residents are concerned 
that a large development at Neathan Down (on land within Binsted parish area) may be included in EHDC 
Local Plan if the Chawton Down development is removed from EHDC’s plan. A representative from 
Holybourne Residents Committee will attend our February meeting to brief us further on this. 

Current Planning Applications: Cllr Melvin thanked Cllr Hall for her research and briefing on the current 
planning applications – see below (Appendix 1) 

21/107 FINANCE and GOVERNANCE 

• Precept – Approval to be taken to extraordinary meeting. 

• Bank Reconciliation for November and December - Approval to be taken to extraordinary meeting.  
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• List of Payments - Approval to be taken to extraordinary meeting.                         

• Register of Assets and Internal Audit report - Approval to be taken to extraordinary meeting.                         

• New Policies – Health & Safety, Data Protection and Training & Development, approved by Chair and 
Vice Chair with Clerks delegation. 

• Other updated Policies – Standing Orders, Risk and Drone Policy approved by Chair and Vice chair 
with Clerks delegation. 

• Financial Controls Policy, Audit and Risk Assessment Policy both to be approved at extraordinary 
meeting. 

• Change of Leads – Cllr Meade shall be standing down from Chair of the Finance Committee and taking 
over as Chair of the Transport Committee. Cllr Melvin shall stand down as Chair of Transport and take 
over as the Chair of Finance Committee.  Vice chair agreed, along with Clerks delegation. 

• The last meeting discussed whether the £100 remaining in the council’s 2021-22 S137 grant budget 
could be donated to Friends of Binsted School (FOBS), as council was unsure if FOBS has charitable 
status. It has been confirmed that FOBS does have charitable status. Therefore a £100 donation to 
FOBS will be made, towards equipment in the school’s new Welfare Room - approved by Chair and 
vice Chair, along with Clerks delegation. 

• Payment of £100 to Energy Alton was also approved, as a donation towards their survey and.  

• Update was given regarding Website. Mrs Mary Nolan has been helping BPC to resolve its website 
management backlog, on a short term contract, using funding agreed in Summer 2021 for remedial 
administrative work. Having a dedicated resource for website maintenance is working well. The job 
description for the new RFO does not include website maintenance, to allow the RFO can focus just 
on the finances for the Council and deputising for the Clerk. Chair noted that it is the council’s 
intention to continue a separate contract for website maintenance in the future. This was agreed by 
Vice Chair along with Clerks delegation. 

21/108 Working Parties 
Blacknest Fields Cllr Melvin presented the WG’s 5 December ‘Blacknest Fields Development Plan’ (paper 
attached). The council is requested to approve the direction of travel and specific short term actions 
described in the Plan, ahead of the 20 January Blacknest Fields WG meeting. In brief, the Plan sets out 
four phases for the site’s development as a place for nature recovery and low-key recreation: 
➢ Discovery Phase (Jul 2021- Mar 2022) – prepare the site, physically and administratively, for part of 

the site to open for public access from Apr 2022, and to meet the obligations for Charitable Trust 
governance and financial management from same date. 

➢ Alpha Phase (Apr 2022 – Mar 2023) – improve the site physically and develop its community use. 
➢ Beta Phase (Apr 2023 – Mar 2025) – complete the site development (e.g. Wildlife Pond), having 

clarified what ‘nature recovery’ goals are realistic, and the level of funding available.  
➢ Maturity Phase (from Apr 2025) – site development complete and site has stable uses and income. 
Considerable progress has already been made, as described in the paper, including submission of two 
grant applications (Expression of Interest to SDNPA’s Call for Nature Sites, and bid to Tree Council’s 
‘Branching Out’ fund) and progress made with legal aspects of the Charitable Trust.  
Substantial work is also underway to improve the vehicular access safety. The goal is to enable a minibus 
to turn on-site and exit front-first. This would have a profound impact on the range of site uses that can 
be considered. Grant funding is potentially available for such infrastructure investment, but some upfront 
administrative fees need core council funding (re Hampshire Highway approval for site entrance changes.)  
It is encouraging that many remedial site maintenance items are being completed at modest cost. This is 
due in part to helpful collaboration from HCC’s Countryside ranger, our Tree Warden and our volunteer 
Rights of Way team (thank you). However, £5,500 of council reserves are being earmarked for overdue 
site maintenance, since almost no maintenance has been carried out at Blacknest for over 5 years.  
It was noted that the council intends to decline an enquiry made by a parishioner wishing to rent 4 acres 
to create a fully enclosed dog park as a private business. This business would jeopardise the ‘nature 
recovery’ bid being assessed by SDNPA and the site cannot provide the parking required.  
Transport Committee: 

• CIL Funding – Cllr Melvin mentioned there is an urgency to spend over £12,000 which council was 
allocated in 2013 from SDNP CIL funds, or these funds could be rescinded. Until a recent meeting with 
SDNP the council was unaware of the history of these funds. To secure the funds, we have proposed 
using them for three village gateway posts. If it was feasible, our preference would be to use the 
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funds to improve the Blacknest Fields turning area (described above), but we would need to secure  
HCC’s planning approval by Spring 2022, which is challenging. 

• Farnborough Airport Noise. Mr Colin Shearn gave a briefing about Farnborough Airport, to draw 
attention to the important February 2022 Post Implementation Review (PIR) of the impacts (including 
noise) that Farnborough’s significant expansion is having over all rural areas, especially those areas 
(including Binsted) which are on the flight path. Colin’s presentation summarised the range of issues 
that are raising concern locally. He also outlined the actions being taken by local parishes, residents 
and MP Damian Hinds (who was one of only two MPs who had originally raised an objection to the 
expansion of Farnborough).  
Cllr France-Moore thanked Colin for a useful presentation; both Cllrs present agreed that BPC should 
continue to watch this situation. It was agreed that the council will include information about 
Farnborough on BPC’s website. 

21/109 Clerk’s Notices: 

• Rights of Way Reports and the Tree Warden Reports have been circulated to all Councillors 

• The need for funding to restore the Rowledge War Memorial has had a small update: HCC have new 
seen a route that they can take regarding this so, watch this space! 

• No update available on the Network Rail bridge issue in Bentley, but we shall bring to the next FCM 
meeting. 

• Bentley Surgery – No update available, Bentley Surgery’s last briefing meeting was cancelled.  Clerk 
shall get an update for our next meeting. 

• A big thank you to Karen who has been Deputy Clerk and RFO for many years now, thank you for all 
your help and hard work – enjoy your retirement. 

21/110 Chair’s Closing remarks   Chair thanked everyone for their time this evening. While Cllr Meade is unwell, 
she or Cllr France Moore will liaise with Ben Smith (Station Road Bentley), to get an update on the 
Footpath bridge/Network rail issue.   
Meeting closed 21.00pm  

 

Appendix 1 - Planning:  

Current Planning Applications are as follows:  
1. 49920/002  Dockets, Fullers Road, Rowledge.  GU10 4LB  (extension to 5/1) 

Proposal:  Increase in roof height to provide first floor accommodation and single storey extension to the front, side 

and rear following demolition of a garage.  

2. SDNP/21/05599/HOUS   Wyck Farm House, Wyck Lane, Binsted.  GU34 3AL  
Proposal: Tennis court, Swimming pool and Pool house for domestic use (extension to 5/1) 

3. 26099/009  Lake House, Farnham Road, Holt Pound.  GU10 4LE  (extension to 5/1) 
Proposal:  Removal of Condition 2 of Section 52 agreement with agricultural and employment tie. 

4. 21/06136/FUL Blacknest Golf Club, Blacknest Road, Binsted.  GU34 4QL 
Proposal: Erection of 20 pre-fabricated glamping pods and associated footpaths, retrospective alterations to 

previously consented raised timber decking adjacent to driving range with addition of a pergola and associated 

alterations and erection of pergolas over clubhouse rear patio. (This has now been called in) 

5.  21/05291/FUL  16 Thurstons, Binsted.  GU34 4PD Detached dwelling and associated Parking. 
 
Future meetings:  
Finance Committee:  10th January 2022 @ 11am 
Extraordinary Council Meeting: 11th January 2022 @ 1.30pm 
Blacknest Fields Working Group meeting (Zoom): 20th January 2022 @ 7.30 pm (Cllrs Melvin, Walley and Hall) 
Transport Committee: 3rd February 2022 (Cllrs Melvin, Meade and France-Moore). 
Community discussion on HM The Queens Jubilee (Zoom):  8th February 2022, 6.30 – 7.00 pm       
Full Council:  8th February 2022 @ 7.30pm     
 
To obtain Zoom login for council meetings, please email Clerk@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk ideally before 12:00pm 
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Website: binstedparishcouncil.org.uk                                                                   Facebook:  Binsted Parish Council 
 


