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February 2022: Recommendations for updating Binsted Parish 

Council’s Climate & Nature Action Plan 

1. Purpose of Paper  

To provide a review of progress with Binsted Parish Council’s 2021 Climate & Nature 

Action Plan; and to request council approval for the recommendations set out in Section 5. 

2. Background 

The aim of BPC’s Climate and Nature Action Plan, adopted in January 2021, is to focus on 

practical local actions the council can take in response to the climate and nature emergency. It is 

a ‘living document’ that is to be updated annually as new opportunities for action emerge.  

3. Summary of BPC’s Progress in 2021 

• Reasonable progress was made in 2021, considering that the council had a ‘standing start’, and 

activity was hampered by Covid, staff changes, and a shortage of councillors. 

• A topic-by-topic progress report is given in the central column of Table 1. 

• Financially, it is encouraging to discover that various of BPC’s opportunities for environmental 

action will also generate significant cost savings.  

• So far, BPC has made more progress improving its land than its buildings.  

• Progress has been made regarding Blacknest Fields land. BPC committed in July 2021 to its 

development as a place for nature recovery and community greenspace: we await the outcomes 

of recent applications to SDNPA’s ‘Call for Nature Sites’, and Tree Council ‘Branching Out’ grant. 

• Progress was also made at Binsted Rec: investing in allotment facilities, switching from bonfires to 

composting; and approving pollinator planting (to be made in 2022) along the entrance bank. 

• Binsted Pavilion’s November Energy Survey (attached as Appendix A) has clarified how energy 

efficiency improvements can be made.  

• BPC’s focus on ‘greener transport’ resulted in various safety improvements for cyclists using 

Shipwrights Way A325 crossing point at Bucks Horn Oak.  

• BPC pledged its support to the Alton Cycling Charter, because it wants cycle routes to link our 
rural area to Alton and for our secondary school children to be able to safely cycle to school.  

• Binsted’s lack of a Neighbourhood Plan means BPC cannot draw on this as a ‘lever’ for nature 

protection, or to require new homes to be energy efficient or located near public amenities.    

4. Recent developments and new opportunities 

• BPC has so far been protected from the gas price crisis as it is on a long-term fixed price deal, until Feb 

2023.  BPC must now give serious thought to managing energy bills. Ofgem will shortly announce its 

next price cap adjustment: the widespread expectation is that the energy price cap will rise from April 

2022. Hampshire County Council published its first Annual Report on its 2020-25 Climate Action Plan 

and has developed a suite of new long-term Strategic Programmes to shape future action. E.g. (i) 
HCC’s ‘Solar Together’ scheme is enabling residents to bulk-buy solar PV panels and battery storage 

(ii) HCC is starting to install on-street residential EV charge points in towns. Some new grants are 

becoming available to assist climate action e.g. HCC Parish and Town Council Investment Fund. 

• England’s new Environment Act will introduce various measures affecting spatial planning – for 

example, new policies for Biodiversity net gain will soon oblige all councils to produce a Local Nature 

Recovery Strategy to meet biodiversity targets.  

• East Hampshire District Council’s environmental performance remains lacklustre. See Appendix B. 

• Binsted Eco Network remains very active. It recently launched the ‘Green Ribbons’ project, to 

encourage tree, hedge and pollinator planting across the parish. An online list of free saplings is 

available for anyone to plant; and community planting days are planned in Feb.  

• Alton Climate Action Network & Energy Alton also very active e.g.: ‘Powering Up’ renewable project. 

• ‘Terena Plowright’s Greening Campaign’ has invited BPC to participate in campaign to persuade 

citizens to reduce their carbon footprint. (Phase1 licence costs £150; + costs of printing & staff time.)

https://altonclimatenetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/Alton-Cycling-Charter-larger-font-v3.pdf
https://democracy.hants.gov.uk/documents/s85115/Climate%20Change%20Annual%20Report%202020-21%20-%20Appendix%202-2021-10-12-Cabinet.pdf
https://democracy.hants.gov.uk/documents/s85117/Climate%20Change%20Annual%20Report%202020-21%20-%20Appendix%204-2021-10-12-Cabinet.pdf
https://democracy.hants.gov.uk/documents/s85116/Climate%20Change%20Annual%20Report%202020-21%20-%20Appendix%203-2021-10-12-Cabinet.pdf
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20211028climatechangegrants
https://energyalton.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/20211227-Energy-Alton-Powering-Up-Update.pdf
http://www.greening-campaign.org/
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5. Recommendations 

Council approval is sought for the following actions: 

5.1 BPC will update the Proposed Goals for its 2022 Climate and Nature Action Plan, as shown in 

the right-hand column of Table1.  

5.2 BPC will explore opportunity of applying for funding available through the Hampshire CC Parish & 

Town Council Investment Fund for energy efficiency investment at Binsted Pavilion.  

5.3 BPC will use April 2022’s Annual Parish Meeting to update the community on its Climate and 

Nature Action Plan in, to ensure the parish community can actively engage with this Plan.  

5.4 BPC should decline the Greening Campaign’s invitation to join its programme. BPC currently 

lacks the necessary staff time to commit to the Greening Campaign programme; and 

alternative, more flexible, routes for community engagement on climate action are already 

available, free of charge, via ACAN, Binsted Eco Network and the parish magazine.  

Table 1: Binsted Parish Council’s Climate and Nature Action Plan 

Aim of Plan: BPC wants its own operations to appropriately consider the environment and to encourage 

parishioners and business partners to take climate action. 

Part 1: Improving the environmental performance of BPC’s own operations. 

BPC’s 2021 goals for its own 

environmental performance: 

Progress made in 2021 Proposed 2022 goals 

1.1 Commission an Energy 

Audit of the Binsted Pavilion 

building, to identify if the 

energy efficiency of the 

building and its outside 

lighting can be improved. 

Some progress.  

Energy Audit was carried out in 

November 2021 (Appendix A) - the 

recommended actions have not yet 

been implemented.  

1.1 Implement energy efficiency 

improvements at Binsted Pavilion that 

were highlighted in 2021 Energy 

Audit, applying for grant funding to 

part-fund if possible.  

BPC should also monitor actual energy 

use. 

1.2 Assess the cost of 

switching to ‘green’ electricity. 

No progress.  

BPC has a fixed price ‘dual fuel’ 

contract with EDF until Feb 2023. 

1.2 Bring costed proposal to council to switch 

to ‘green’ electricity (e.g. Ecotricity, Octopus, 

Geuk) when current fixed price contract ends. 

1.3 Assess if it can reduce 

waste from its own operations 

to landfill/ incineration or 

increase recycling/composting. 

Some progress.  

Bonfires at Binsted Rec have been 

stopped and compost bin built as 

an alternative.  

1.3 Seek further ways to improve BPC’s waste 

management, and clarify the costs of 

providing regular recycling waste collections 

at Binsted Rec. 

1.4 Support our allotment 

holders by providing a water 

supply. 

Fully delivered. Allotment water 

supply installed: Shed and compost 

area also provided. 

1.4 Continue to support and engage with our 

allotment holders, and encourage their 

participation and ideas for this Plan. 

1.5 Assess the cost of installing 

cycle racks at Binsted Pavilion. 

No progress.  1.5 Assess the cost of installing cycle racks at 

Binsted Pavilion. 

1.6 Assess feasibility of 

installing a water fountain or 

outside ‘refill’ tap at Pavilion. 

No progress. 1.6 Assess feasibility of installing a water 

fountain or improving outside ‘refill’ tap at 

Pavilion. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20211028climatechangegrants
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20211028climatechangegrants
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1.7 Assess opportunities on 

BPC land to improve tree 

cover, tree health and 

biodiversity. 

Some progress:  

At Blacknest Fields, grazing area has 

been reduced & Expression of 

Interest submitted to SDNPA to 

develop site for nature recovery. 

Funding has been won from Tree 

Council for a 70m new hedge.  

1.7 Pursue further opportunities to improve 

tree cover and biodiversity on BPC land.  

Improve Binsted Rec entrance bank value for 

pollinators by adding low-maintenance plants.  

Pursue opportunities for further tree planting 

associated with the Queen’s Jubilee. 

1.8 Ensure its 

partners/contractors observe 

‘good environmental practices’ 

Some progress. Our review of 

groundsman’s operations 

highlighted opportunities for 

financial savings by replacing 

bonfires with composting. 

1.8 Review opportunities to modify mowing 

regimes, pesticide/peat use and to retire any 

older fossil fuel machines and their 

replacement with electric versions. 

1.9 Monitor progress and 

provide regular updates on 

progress. 

Delivered through this report, which 

will be published on BPC website.  

1.9 Monitor progress and provide regular 

updates. BPC should also collect data to 
enable calculation of its carbon footprint.  

Part 2: Encouraging parishioners and business partners to take climate action. 

BPC’s 2021 goals for 

community engagement on 

climate and nature 

Progress made in 2021 Proposed 2022 goals 

2.1  Invite the parish 

community to actively 

contribute to this Climate and 

Nature Action Plan and its 

subsequent updates. 

Invitation to contribute to this Plan 

has been made by articles in parish 

magazine, Binsted Eco newsletter, 

and BPC website. 

2.1 An update on this Climate and Nature 

Action Plan will be included at the April 2022 

Annual Parish Meeting.  

2.2 Use BPC’s liaison with local 

organisations to identify 

opportunities for community-

led environmental action and 

increase participation in 

managing BPC greenspace. 

Some progress, but discussions 

have been impeded by Covid 

restrictions. 

2.2 Develop a proposal to increase 

community-led participation in managing BPC 

greenspace, by Autumn 2022. 

2.3 Use BPC’s planning system 

interactions to encourage 

energy-efficient buildings and 

to minimise planning 

applications’ impact on climate 

change/ nature?’ 

BPC makes best efforts to fulfil this 

goal, but current planning laws 

make this challenging. We await 

information about changes arising 

from the new Environment Act  

2.3 BPC should seek information on how to 

use of the planning system to encourage zero 

carbon buildings and encourage the adoption 

of climate and nature-friendly approaches. 

2.4 Continue to liaise with No 

Wey Incinerator action group, 

to oppose Veolia’s Alton 

‘Energy Recovery Facility’. 

Ongoing liaison ensured regular 

updates to BPC meetings and BPC 

submitted further objections to 

Veolia’s planning proposal. 

2.4 We hope Veolia’s proposed ‘Energy 

Recovery Facility’ will be firmly rejected in 

2022. Until then, we will continue our 

opposition; and liaison with NWI action group. 
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2.5  Encourage low-carbon 

transport in the parish, 

through the ‘greener transport’ 

actions in BPC’s Transport 

Committee. Specifically: 

BPC signed the Alton Cycling 

Charter. It also had a presentation 

on concerns regarding 

Farnborough Airport’s noise and 

air quality e 

2.5  Continue to encourage lower-carbon 

transport in the parish through the actions of 

BPC’s Transport Committee. Specifically: 

(a) develop a map of cycling 

routes across the parish, as a 

means to engage with the 

government policy for all 
districts to have local Cycling 
Walking and Implementation 
Plans (LCWIPs.) 

Some mapping was done, to 

engage with LCWIP process, but 

national funds for cycle 

infrastructure improvements is 

focused on urban areas (HCC/ EHDC 

funding focused on 

Bordon&Whitehill.) 

(a) BPC will continue to look for opportunities 

to improve cycling routes across the parish; 

and will keep in touch with LCWIP 

implementation in Alton, Farnham and 

Bordon. 

(b) secure safer routes to 

Bentley station (bike/bus), plus 

secure bike parking; 

No progress, despite significant 

liaison efforts (SouthWestern Trains’ 

grants suspended due to financial 

difficulties.) 

b) BPC will continue to look for safer routes to 

Bentley station (bike/bus); and will continue to 

liaise with residents groups opposing Network 

Rail’s controversial rail bridge/lift proposal.  

(c) improve the safety of A325 

crossing for cyclists at Bucks 

Horn Oak; and 

Significant progress.  

New road signage installed by 

Hampshire Highways. Improved 

barricade installed by Forestry 

Commission. Some improvement to 

vegetation management.  

(c) continue to press for improvements in the 

safety of A325 crossing for cyclists at Bucks 

Horn Oak; specifically to improve vegetation 

management on southbound carriageway; and 

explore if funding and approvals can be 

obtained for warning lights at this crossing. 

(d) assess if there’s community 

interest in a BPC-funded e-

bike/cargo e-bike. 

No grants identified for e-bikes. 

Funding for EV charging points is 

developing. Could BPC’s carpark(s) 

be of interest as EV charging points? 

(d) continue to look for opportunities to fund 

an e-bike, cargo e-bike or EV charging point. 

2.6 Support our Footpaths 

Officer to maintain safe 

walking routes and bridleways 

The condition of Bridleway 504 was 

significantly improved through £85K 

partnership project (BPC 

contributed £10K). We are also 

proud of the significant work 

achieved by the parish’s volunteer 

RoW group.  

2.6 Support our Footpaths Officer to maintain 

safe RoW throughout the parish, and to 

support Walk Alton’s May 2022 Festival, and 

October ‘Walkers are Welcome’ event. 

Work with partners and RoW volunteers to 

improve the condition of Bridleways 41 & 62. 

2.7 Support our Tree Warden 

to protect existing trees and 

hedges, and to persuade 

landowners to plant new ones. 

Steady progress.  

BPC is providing a free allotment to 

Tree Warden, for use as a 

community sapling nursery, and, 

through hedge planting, plans to   

participate in Binsted Eco Network’s 

Green Ribbons project  

2.7 Support our Tree Warden. 2022 actions will 

include a community hedge planting event at 

Blacknest (using Tree Council grant). 

 

  

mailto:https://altonclimatenetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/Alton-Cycling-Charter-larger-font-v3.pdf
mailto:https://altonclimatenetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/Alton-Cycling-Charter-larger-font-v3.pdf
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Appendix A: Binsted Pavilion Energy Survey, on Tuesday Nov 9th 2021   

Energy Alton (EA) carried out an Energy Survey for the Binsted Pavilion. The survey emphasised the need for 

more proactive management of this ageing building. (EA guessed that the Pavilion was built in the late 1960s 

– in fact, it was actually opened only in 1992!) EA noted that it appears to be built as a single nine-inch brick 

wall internally lined with insulation. The windows are double glazed 

with wooden frames and in very good condition, albeit quite old with 

only a thin gap between the panes of glass. Loft insulation is present, 

probably in sufficient depth overall, but spread so unevenly that it 

fails to provide effective insulation. The loft hatch is not insulated. 

There are fluorescent strip lights throughout. 

The gas boiler, Potterton Suprima 100L is old. It has a SAP seasonal 

efficiency rating of 78.0%. This is very low. Modern boilers are 95-

98% efficient. Gas boilers are being phased out and grants will be available for clean heat systems from  March. 

Meanwhile EA advises us to keep an eye on changes to the costs of clean heat systems and consider it in a few 

years. Photo shows factory lagged hot water tank in loft space and un-evenly spread insulation on the floor. 

EA was told that some of the thermostatic radiator valves (TRVs) are not working. This is a common problem 

as the valves stick if they are not adjusted occasionally (say twice a year).  

BPC’s annual fuel consumption has been estimated, as no old records could be found. The fuel supplier was 

changed last February from British Gas to EDF.  

Electric estimate: 2,577 kWh; the average for a 3-bed semidetached home is 3,000kWh 

Gas estimate: 22,031 kWh. The average, as above is 12,000kWh 

EA recommends BPC changes to a 100% renewable energy supplier of electricity and gas, when possible, such 

as Ecotricity, Octopus or Geuk. 

The thermal images show heat loss: 

• above the windows- This is minimal and to be expected, given the age of the windows. It is not bad 

enough to justify changing them, 

• along the junction of the walls and ceiling – again, this is minimal 

 
• against the stud supports of the dry lining- of interest only 

• in the loft-supporting the need for insulation to be laid evenly. Recommended depth is 270mm 

 
EA saw no signs of damp. 



Alison Melvin - February 2022 BPC Meeting        P a g e  |   6 
   

The four stages to energy efficiency are: 

1. Maintain/repair any leaks and stop draughts  
2. Insulate the fabric of a building 
3. Add renewable energy systems 
4. Install a low-carbon heating system to replace gas 

The wall thermostat was set at 240 C. There is no digital timer, which is considered essential for controlling the 

internal temperatures needed for occasional use.  

Given the nature of the building, as a public facility used occasionally, Energy Alton suggests the greatest gains 

in reducing heat loss and reducing carbon emissions would be by: 

1. Managing the timing and temperatures of the heating system. It is important to consider the internal 

temperatures needed for the different rooms. The main hall should be comfortable at 210 C, providing it is 

turned on about one hour before use. The two shower rooms do not need any heat until in use for the very 

occasional outdoor sports matches. The public toilets are open daily but only need low background heat.  

2. Replacing the gas boiler. 

3. Spreading the loft insulation evenly and insulating the loft hatch. 

Energy Alton made the following recommendations, with detailed information below: 

Free or 

really 

cheap 

Keep the front door closed when the building is in use. 

Spread the loft insulation evenly; use a professional tradesperson. 

Replace the fluorescent tubes, in the main hall only, with approximately two LED strips. 

These are much more efficient - justified only in the hall areas where there is the most 

continuous use. It may be worthwhile doing likewise in the office if it is used more than 

5 hours a day. 

Repair the TRVs and manage their settings appropriately, depending on their location.  

Consider backing radiators on external walls with reflective panels that reduce heat loss 

through the walls. 

Modest  Fit a remote digital timer for the CH system. 

Expensive 

but well 

worthwhile 

Replace the gas boiler. The cost of installing a low carbon system, such as an air source 

or ground source heat pump, cannot be justified due to the current high costs, unless 

grants can be obtained for this community facility. 

For full information about all these ideas look at the Energy Savings Trust and Centre for Sustainable Energy 

websites for impartial advice and /or see separate links below: http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/  and 

https://www.cse.org.uk/. 

Radiator panels 

Evidence shows that these panels reduce heat loss through external walls by 45%. See 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/business/products/radiators/radflek-radiator-reflector-pack-radiator-

reflector-panels or radiator foil backing: https://www.screwfix.com/p/radiator-reflector-foil-470mm-x-4m-1-

88m/88629 

Reliable tradesmen 

If you need a reliable tradesman, see these sites to check their credibility: 

• Government endorsed. http://www.trustmark.org.uk/  

• Check A Trade.  http://www.checkatrade.com/  

With best wishes, Chris Chappell and Tony Cohen, volunteers, Energy Alton 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/
https://www.cse.org.uk/
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/business/products/radiators/radflek-radiator-reflector-pack-radiator-reflector-panels
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/business/products/radiators/radflek-radiator-reflector-pack-radiator-reflector-panels
https://www.screwfix.com/p/radiator-reflector-foil-470mm-x-4m-1-88m/88629
https://www.screwfix.com/p/radiator-reflector-foil-470mm-x-4m-1-88m/88629
http://www.trustmark.org.uk/
http://www.checkatrade.com/
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Appendix B: East Hampshire District Council’s current performance 

Comparisons between the performance of England’s local authorities hosted on Friends of the Earth’s website 

(Near you | Climate Action (takeclimateaction.uk)) suggest that East Hampshire must do more to tackle climate 

breakdown, particularly around renewable energy. In all five categories, EHDC’s performance is significantly 

below that of the best-performing local authority, as illustrated below. This comparison website also suggests 

that East Hampshire needs to take action by stopping investments in, and permissions for, new high-carbon 

infrastructure, such as roads or airports.  

  EHDC   England’s best-performing  2030 target from government’s

     Local Authorities   Climate Change Committee 

Transport 32 EV charging points N/A    East Hampshire needs 664 EV  

         charging points    
      

Housing 44% of houses are 55% of houses are  2892 homes a year need  
  well-insulated  well-insulated    insulation upgrades to ensure  

         all homes in East Hampshire are  

         properly insulated by 2030. 

Energy  47 GWh renewable  219 GWh renewable   East Hampshire needs to generate 

  energy generated energy generated  114 GWh of renewable energy by 

         2030 to meet official UK targets  

Waste  32% Recycling from   64% Recycling from   68% Recycling from 

  kerbside collections  kerbside collections  kerbside collections 

Nature  22% of   34% of    N/A 

  woodland cover  woodland cover  

 

 

 

https://takeclimateaction.uk/near-you

