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       Confirmed Minutes from Full Council meeting on Tuesday 8th March 2022        

   This meeting was held in person at the Pavilion 

22/122 Present: Cllr Alison Melvin (Chair), Cllr Chris Meade, Cllr Nicola Hall, Clerk Lisa Spindler and Deputy Clerk 
Lisa Tilston. District Cllr Ken Carter.   Apologies: District Cllr Ashcroft, Cllr France-Moore and Cllr Walley.                                                                                                          
Parishioners present: Sandie Baker and Christopher Lowther (Isington), Christopher Daniel (Fete 
Committee), Vicky Soden and Nicky Warner (Binsted Football Club), Andrew Muir (Holybourne Village 
Association), Val Moynan (Isington), Gordon Dunse & Emma Bedford (STaNHD). 

22/123 Chair’s Announcements:  

• We are delighted to welcome to our new Deputy Clerk, Lisa Tilston.   

• Annual Parish Meeting will be on Wednesday 6th April from 7.30pm in the Wickham Institute.  We 
hope to have SDNP and County Councillor Mark Kemp-Gee as speakers; we have also invited 
volunteer-led organisations to use the ‘socialising’ meeting part to promote their activities. 

• Chair thanked Cllr and Mrs Meade for mobilising the collections for Ukraine – and to the people of 
Binsted parish and beyond, for generously contributing. All collected goods have now been shipped.   

22/124 Declarations of Interests: No Councillors noted any pecuniary interests. 

22/125 
 

District Councillor Report: Sadly, Patric Curwen, former Chair of Bentley Council, has passed away. His 

funeral will be at the end of March. 

22/126  Minutes of our last meeting 8th February were approved. Matters arising; 

(i) HCC’s Environment, Transport & Economy Regulatory Committee, on 23rd February, refused Veolia’s 
Alton incinerator application (12-3). Veolia has 6 months to decide if it will appeal this. Chair has 
written to thank Cllr Alex Roberts, Froyle PC, for representing BPC at Veolia hearing. 

(ii) Isington’s request for a Jubilee celebration donation will be discussed in Finance item 22/129.  
22/127  Questions from members of the public: 

Gordon Dunse (Ellisfield PC) and Emma Bedford spoke on behalf of STaNHD (Stand Up For North 

Hampshire’s Downs), www.STaNHD.com, and its proposal to establish an AONB covering the North 

Hampshire Downs. STaHND started 12 months ago, after Upper Swallick proposal to build 2500 homes 

on agricultural land south of Basingstoke. STaNHD is seeking BPC’s support for its proposal to seek AONB 

designation for the whole of the North Hampshire Downs. Cllr Melvin thanked Gordon and Emma for 

briefing us on this topic. She noted that BPC would welcome the greater protection that this proposed 

AONB area would bring to Isington and the Bentley station areas. However, there is also concern that 

areas west of Binsted could be worse off, if these were excluded from the North Hampshire AONB area. 

The concern is that an additional protected area would exacerbate problems already experienced by 

parish areas that lie outside the SDNP which, under the government’s current planning approach, must 

already accommodate almost all of East Hampshire’s entire housing numbers, since so few houses are 

built in the SDNP. Gordon advised that the proposed AONB boundaries are not set in stone, and he 

understands BPC’s interest in including a further part of the Wey Valley in the boundary. STaNHD is 

already in touch with Christopher Napier of CPRE, whose deputation at the Veolia Regulatory Committee 

is directly relevant to this aspect of the AONB proposal. It was noted that Bentley PC has confirmed its 

support for the AONB proposal (contingent on the entire Bentley parish falling within the proposed NH 

Downs AONB area.) Establishing a new AONB is a long journey, likely to take at least 3+ years.  

Action: BPC has minuted its potential support for this proposal. STaNHD will keep in touch. 

Neatham Down Development concerns: Andy Muir spoke on behalf of Holybourne Village Residents 

Association (HVRA), which is concerned that a large development site at Neathan Down (on land in 

http://www.stanhd.com/
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Binsted parish) could potentially be included in EHDC Local Plan if the Chawton Down development is 

excluded from EHDC’s plan.  Andy wants to ensure the Neathan Down development possibility is on our 

radar. He promised to keep us informed. BPC understands that the Neathan Down development is 

important, not least because this site (and the nearby Lynch Hill site) is amongst the 10 potential new 

developments named by Veolia as potential heat users within 15km of its desired incinerator (para 501, 

p.170 of HCC’s Report to 23-Feb Regulatory Committee.) It was agreed it would be useful to learn who 

owns the land, and if any ecological reports are available. Action: BPC& HVRA will keep in touch. BPC 

will send Andy heat pipe diagram from recent HCC Regulatory Committee, and contact details for 

Gordon Dunse.  

Binsted Football Club:  Vicky (BFC Director) and Nicky (Treasurer) spoke with passion about Binsted 

football club, which is thriving – a real community gem, with fresh energy from organisers, and boys and 

girls. Clerk and Caretaker were thanked for their help in generating a new, more collaborative 

relationship with BFC. In total, during a season, BFC plays 14 matches and holds 7 training sessions at 

Binsted. BFC trained in Binsted in September on Thursdays 6-7pm, until the evenings became too dark.  

From October it has used a floodlight pitch, which is costly. BFC has matches at Binsted every other 

weekend, with cake stall, coffee and refreshments from Pavilion; and it stores items at Binsted too.   
BFC is struggling to pay the £900 annual costs plus the marking out costs (approx £500 on top.) They 

asked if we could give a discount: their collected subs will not cover the total amount, and BFC has 

previously not been asked to pay for the marking out costs. Cllr Melvin emphasised that BPC’s aim is to 

treat all the sports clubs fairly. She noted that ground care costs and maintenance are substantial, and 

costs are currently rising substantially. The Clerk noted that BPC recently did a full analysis of all ground 

care costs and is itself making cutbacks. BPC already subsidises the £900, which does not cover all 

maintenance costs and ground care costs. After discussion, Cllr Melvin and BFC agreed to look into 

fundraising options, perhaps via a bid to grassroots FA funding. Cllr Melvin offered the pavilion free of 

charge if the football club wanted to run fundraising events. Clerk confirmed that BFC can continue to 

train on a Thursday evening with Sat am matches (alternate Sats) for the rest of football season. This was 

welcomed, as it means BFC won’t have to find a temporary new home for a short period of time and will 

help the club to balance costs across the full season. BFC asked if there was any possibility to play for a 

longer period – it would make a big difference if the football season could go past the end of March. 

Action: BPC Clerk will share cost breakdown details with BFC. See if there’s any possibility to 

accommodate sporadic Thursday training sessions in the (football) off-season next year. Arrange a 

discussion involving BFC and RCC/BCC, to discuss contracts for next season and identify any opportunities 

to work collaboratively. 

Binsted Crossroads village sign proposal. Clerk outlined the proposals (with photos) made by Mr and 

Mrs Atkinson for the grass ‘verge’ area at the Binsted Crossroads. Their proposal calls for: (i) Installing a 

Binsted Village Sign, ideally a wrought iron one which also celebrates the Queen’s Jubilee; (ii) adding 

nature-friendly, low-maintenance wildflowers and bulbs; and (iii) adopting a new verge maintenance 

approach, consistent with the previous two elements. Villagers would be happy to plant flowers and 

upkeep the area. After discussion, it was agreed that these ideas merit further discussion - they seem to 

fit well with two of the parish council’s aims, namely to: 

- Ensure the parish’s Jubilee celebrations include a “legacy” element; and 
- Encourage community-led environmental action - item 2.2 of the council’s Climate Action Plan. 

Action: A follow-up meeting with Mr and Mrs Atkinson will be arranged, to discuss this in more detail. 

Mr Wonson – speed chevrons along Blacknest Road near railway bridge have been destroyed by recent 

accidents. Cllr Melvin has uploaded photographs of damaged signs to HCC online reporting system. She 

has also asked PC Vince Land to confirm how many of the recent spate of accidents along Frith End and 

Blacknest are recorded on the police database. No answer so far received on latter point.  

https://democracy.hants.gov.uk/documents/g7691/Public%20reports%20pack%2023rd-Feb-2022%2010.00%20Regulatory%20Committee.pdf?T=10
https://democracy.hants.gov.uk/documents/g7691/Public%20reports%20pack%2023rd-Feb-2022%2010.00%20Regulatory%20Committee.pdf?T=10
https://binstedparishcouncil.org.uk/parish-council/climate-action-plan


Page | 3 

Isington Jubilee Celebrations. Isington residents joined the meeting to ask BPC for £250 contribution 

towards Isington’s 3 June Jubilee Celebrations. This was discussed (& agreed) - see Finance item 22/129. 

22/128  Planning: 
59608 Treetops, Fullers Road, Rowledge.  GU10 4LB   No objection 
Proposal: Side extension to form a new entrance, WC and space for master bedroom & ensuite.  
Conversion of the existing garage to form a utility room and storage area. 
59612 Pippins, Fullers Road, Rowledge.  GU10 4DE   No objection 
Proposal: Front porch, two storey side extension and replacement of existing conservatory with a single 
storey extension. 
SDNP/21/06361/LIS Roxford House, Church Street, Binsted.  GU34 4NX   No objection 
Proposal:  Listed building consent, internal alterations. 
SDNP/22/00722/TCA Roxford Cottage, Church Street, Binsted.  GU34 4NX   No objection 
Proposal: Tree (Drimys Wintori) Crown thin by 30% 
28219/002 Helvick Roack, Farnham Road, Holt Pound.  GU10 4JZ   No objection 
Proposal: Single Storey rear extension to replace existing conservatory. 
SDNP/22/00009/LIS River Hill Farm, Binsted Road, Blacknest.  GU344PQ   No objection 
Proposal: Listed building consent – stabilisation and repair of garden wall attached to listed Farmhouse. 
SDNP/21/06394/HOUS Kingsley Springs, The Straits, Kingsley.  GU35 9NS   No objection 
Proposal:  Two storey side extension and detached garden room. 
SDNP/21/06326/FUL Jolly Farmer Public House, Blacknest Road, Binsted.  GU34 4QD   No objection 
Proposal: new external pavilion to existing terrace and new entrance doors to existing bay window. 
32607/007 & 008 Frith End Farm, Frith End Road, Frith End.  GU35 0QZ. No objection, but comments. 
Proposal: /007 relates to certificate of lawfulness for a proposed development for loft conversion and 
alterations to windows.  /008 relates to certificate of lawfulness for a proposed development for single 
storey sides and front extensions, along with internal alterations. 
Comment: /007: application seems to omit any diagrams showing elevation (is roof height to be raised?) 
Also, Section 1.2 of Biodiversity Checklist states there are no Broadleaf Woodlands or Veteran Trees 
within 50m of the site, whereas in fact both are present within 50m of this site.  
/008 No objection to the side extension. However, we would like clarification as to whether the applicant 
intends to use the adjacent Bridleway for construction traffic deliveries. 
SDNP/22/00719/TCA Church Cottage, Church Street, Binsted.  GU34 2BL   No objection. 
Proposal: Tree felling 
SDNP/21/05428/FUL Land south of Clements Close - update, it has been noted that nine objections are 
listed on the SDNP website (including BPC’s). 
Post Agenda Planning: 
59644  Woodfield, School Road, Rowledge.  GU10 4BW   No objection 
Proposal:  Single storey side, rear and front extensions following demolition of single garage. 

22/129  FINANCE and GOVERNANCE 

• Bank Reconciliation and List of Payments Approved – Proposed Cllr Meade, Seconded Cllr Melvin.  

• Finance meeting 3/3 matters arising;   
(i) Charitable Trust name – BPC wants to rename the Charity that covers the Holt Pound Oval 

(currently known as ‘Holt Pound Recreation Ground Charitable Trust’) to clarify that this Charity 
covers both the Holt Pound Oval and its land at Blacknest Fields. Chair asked Councillors for 
suggestions. No snappy names forthcoming. Chair therefore proposed that charity be named 
‘Blacknest Fields and the Holt Pound Oval Charitable Trust’ unless any councillors suggest 
something snappier by 20 March. Seconded Cllr Hall.  

(ii) Jubilee plans and budget disbursement. At February 2022 BPC meeting, £5,000 from Reserves 
was Ear-Marked for Platinum Jubilee Celebrations: these funds are to create benefit for the 
whole parish; and should include elements to create a lasting legacy.  
Clerk thanked Isington and Fete Committee for bringing costed Jubilee proposals to this 
meeting; she thanked Tree Warden/Binsted Eco Network for the offer to donate 70 trees; and 
thanked Julian Eckersley for his kind offer of being the Bugler at any Jubilee Beacon event.  
After discussion, the expenditure shown overleaf was agreed. In terms of procedure, the 
approach will be for the Clerk to pay suppliers for items directly. It was also noted that the 
council cannot accept responsibility/risk for event planning contingencies. Cllr Melvin also noted 
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that the £2500 budget being offered for the Beacon event will need to cover all costs associated 
with the event, for example, safety requirements (e.g. first aiders, safety barriers, reflective 
vests, etc), and items such as ‘thank yous’ for key volunteers.  
Actions: It was agreed a further meeting with Fete Committee is needed, to agree the specific 
activities to be included in Thursday fun afternoon & evening Beacon event. The elements 
planned are exciting, but the fireworks in particular need further discussion, e.g. Cllr Melvin will 
speak to Bentley/Chiddingfold firework organisers to clarify how to calculate safety capacities.  
A follow-up meeting will also be arranged with Mr and Mrs Atkinson, to discuss potential 
village sign. Clerk will also follow up to learn what Rowledge events are planned, following its 
10 Mar jubilee zoom planning meeting. 
It was also noted that, while the parish council wholeheartedly supports the idea of Jubilee 
weekend events, both the Clerk and Chair will be away that weekend, so the parish council will 
have very limited practical help to offer during the weekend itself. Councillors thanked the Fete 
Committee for stepping into the breach to help organise a community event for this weekend.  

BPC Jubilee Expenditure 

(planned) 

    

Item Unit Cost Items  Total cost Balance  
Budget available    £5000 

Jubilee coins  
(primary school children) 

(100 Binsted School, 100 Rowledge School) 

£2.50 200 £500 £4,500 

Childrens’ items, Isington hogroast £10 25 £250 £4,250 

Bunting (for multiple events) Various - £400 £3,850 

Jubilee festival cups £0.90 850 £765 £3,085 

Groundsman extra maintenance   c.£20/hour 4 £85 £3,000 

Potential public liability insurance ? 1 £100 £2,900 

Commemorative village sign; or 
single plaque for tree plantings 

 1 £400  £2,500 

BPC expenditure towards  
Jubilee Beacon & Fun Afternoon 

  £2,500 £0 

Plant 70 trees spread at 7 
locations around Parish  

 70 £0 (Donated Binsted Eco 
Network & Tree Warden) 

£0 

Borrow Field Marshall Montgomery's 
Rolls Royce for Binsted Fete 

Uncosted  
- ???£750 

1 £0 (If done, will find a 
sponsor - or find savings in 
above items). 

£0 

 

(iii) The item described as “Signs budget from Precept” was a misprint.  Apologies - this should have 
read “Request for £450 contribution to NWI expenses for the Regulatory Committee, Veolia 
application.” NWI had to spend in excess of £1,200 on additional consultants’ fees, because HCC 
tabled two significant last minute amendments to its data tables, and the HCC report was 
unusually long. NWI is asking BinBenFro parish councils to contribute £450 each.  Approved - 
proposed Cllr Meade, Seconded Cllr Hall. Action: RFO to ear-mark this expenditure from reserves 

(iv) CILCA training for Clerk, value £818. Approved - proposed Cllr Meade, Seconded Cllr Melvin. 
Clerk noted she may need to delay the start of this training by six months, as she would first like 
to finish Year End Finances and training of new RFO. This is understood and funds to be ear-
marked for 2022-23 financial year.  

(v) Rialtus Software training is needed for the new RFO (cost £200). This was also agreed.    

• Tennis & Croquet annual meeting went well. Previously there had been no agreed contract, a new 

Contract has now been agreed by both parties. Chair thanked Clerk for bringing this into good order. 

• Cricket nets: The £2K bid to Hampshire Playing Fields Association, to assist refurbishment of Binsted 

Cricket nets/groundwork was not granted, so we shall have to have a further meeting with RCC 

22/130  Committees and Working Groups: 
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Transport: Network Rail’s Bentley rail bridge proposal: Cllr Meade advised there are no recent updates. 

He is maintaining communication with Ben Smith in Station Road. Network Rail was surprised by the 

strong negative reaction against proposed bridge, but it’s thought Network Rail still wants to proceed 

with the bridge plan. It is not known what progress Network Rail is making in its application to HCC 

Rights of Way to extinguish the two rail footpath crossings. 

22/131  Clerk’s Notices: 

• Rights of Way Report – It was noted that the council is ordering 100 copies of a parish walks map, to 

be sold at the Binsted Inn and other outlets for £4 each. Expenditure will be recouped as maps sold. 

• Tree Report – Thanks to Ben Hamlin  

• Bentley Surgery is closing at end March. At time of the meeting, Frith End & BHO parishioners had 

still not been allocated a new GP surgery. (Note: these residents have now been allocated a new GP.) 

• Rowledge War Memorial: update after a meeting with Cllr Mark Kemp-Gee.  Progress has been very 

slow with HCC: Cllr Kemp-Gee is making efforts to hurry this process along. 

22/132 
 

Chair’s Closing remarks Chair thanked everyone for their time and support.  

Meeting closed 22.00pm 

 
Future meetings and important dates:  
 
Binsted Rec Entrance bank pollinator planting: 10:00 – 11:00 on Thursday 17 March. Volunteer planters welcome! 

Blacknest Fields Working Group: Wednesday 30 March, informal meeting at The Jolly Farmer, from 7:30pm 

Annual Parish Meeting - Wednesday 6th April, 7.30pm at the Wickham Institute: all in parish are invited. Light 

refreshments will be provided. 

Planning, Finance & Governance:  Tuesday 12th April 7.30pm 

Transport Committee: tbc 

Holt Pound Oval Working Group:  Date tbc 

 
Website: binstedparishcouncil.org.uk                                                                   Facebook:  Binsted Parish Council 


